Volume 3, Issue 2

SPENCER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

February
2011

SPENCER |

CHABSE: oF CoviMoRoE

Inside this issue:

Spencer Hosts 2
Tractor Ride

Leadership 3
Spencer
Ag Outlook 3

Welcome Neighbor 4

Business After 4
Hours dates

Bowling Outing 5

Winners

Eggs & Issues 5
New Members

February 2011 6
Chamber Calendar

. ——e— |

seLit€ Bridge o

e

inecting Businesses for the bettermentof the.C

Area Legislators were present for the first session of Eggs & Is-
sues for 2011 was held on Saturday January 22". We had re-
cord attendance with all five area legislators present. Thanks to
Northwest Bank for sponsoring the first session. February 12" is
the next scheduled meeting and we hope you can be there.
Eggs & Issues is a great opportunity to get an update on the
workings of the lowa Legislature and to express your thoughts
and ideas on those issues pertaining to our local area.

Leadership Spencer will once again be offered by the Spencer Chamber. The 10-week
session begins March 7th and continues each Monday afternoon through May 9th. Par-
ticipants will have an opportunity to learn more about our Community and be encouraged
to become involved in leadership roles for the Chamber and other Community Organiza-
tions. Class sessions on a variety of topics from, education to health care and from agri-
culture to City & County Government are held from 3 to 5pm in various locations around
Spencer. If you have an interest in becoming better informed about your Community,
have a desire to become more involved as a volunteer or would like to assume a leader-
ship role then Leadership Spencer is for you. Call the office and enroll soon.

The 27" Annual Ag Outlook will be held Tuesday February 15" at the Clay County Re-
gional Events Center. Once again there will be nearly 100 exhibitors of all sorts of agricul-
ture related products plus recognition of several area FFA Chapters. This year's lineup of
speakers kicks off at 9am with David Kruse of CommStock Investments followed by
Wendy Wintersteen the ISU Dean of the College of Agriculture & Life Sciences and con-
cludes with Jason R. Henderson, Branch Executive and Vice President of the Omaha
Branch of the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City. Lunch will be served starting at
11:30 with door prizes awarded throughout the day and a grand prize awarded at 4:00.
Come out a see what’s new in agriculture for 2011.

Congratulations to Coach David Schaeffer and the Spencer Tiger Wrestling Team. Once
again the Tigers were undefeated in dual meet completion, the fifth in a row, and the
fourth consecutive Lakes Conference Team Championship. The District meet will be
hosted by the Tigers on February 12". The meet starts at about 11am with the finals
scheduled for late afternoon. Come on out and support the Tiger Wrestlers.

We’ve had a typical winter so far and the groundhog didn’t see his shadow so that
indicates an early spring, we hope. Enjoy.
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Spencer to Host “Great lowa Tractor Ride”

e —— T i =% An announcement party was held Friday, January 28th in Des

{ Moines to reveal the host city for the 2011 WHO Radio “Great

; \ Iowa Tractor Ride.” After a buildup at the lowa Machine Shed
Restaurant in Des Moines and broadcast LIVE on WHO Radio,

g Bill and Becky of the Spencer Chamber of Commerce told the

" crowd of over 300 that Spencer would be hosting the ride

June 19-22.

As is tradition following the announcement, many got up from their chairs and rushed to the telephones to
make Spencer hotel reservations. It was learned that within 30 minutes after the announcement was made that

4 of 6 Spencer hotels were already full.

The “Great Iowa Tractor Ride” is in its 15th year and features

over 500 tractors that will trek across northwest lowa on sepa-

rate day-long journeys. In addition to the tractor drivers,

around 750 family members are expected to make

the trip to Spencer to enjoy our hospitality. O . ‘“"mwur P 1
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Registration will be held on Sunday, June 19th from 11lam to
5pm at the Clay County Regional Events Center followed by an
evening banquet that will feature the Spencer Chamber giving

the official welcome to Spencer.

The ride actually takes place on Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day. Each day riders will take off from the Clay County Fair-

grounds for a day-long ride and then return to the fairgrounds

r
1
1
I

each evening for a meal and special activities. The route which | = H.....cov DSioux Rapids Parcttor

is attached is subject to change pending approval by local and

county officials along with the Iowa Department of Transporta-

tion. The final route may will be announced in April.

Spouses and family members will remain in Spencer all three days of the ride to explore our shopping and eat-
ing establishments along with cultural activities. Again, we would suggest that businesses and attractions that
are normally closed on Monday consider opening for our many visitors.

As we get closer to the event Spencer member businesses will be encouraged to make available coupons or flyers
promoting your location and any special offers. We will then place these in a welcome bag to give out during
the registration process. 500 welcome bags will be given to the tractor drivers along with an additional 750 bags

tailored to the spouses and family members.

Please note: Inquiries about possible exhibit space or other selling opportunities (if there are any) need to be

approved by the organizers at WHO Radio. The Chamber is not playing a part in those decisions.

For updated information on the ride you can visit the Web site:

www.whoradiotractorride.com



LEADERSHIP SPENCER
MARCH 7—MAY 9, 2011

Only 6 Spaces Remain!

Leadership Spencer begins on March 7, 2011, and concludes on May 9, 2011. Session are conducted at vari-
ous locations in Spencer with one session every week. Participants listen to presentations, participate in activi-
ties, visit with area leaders and organizations, tour the community and get to know individuals representing a
broad cross-section of the community.

Leadership Spencer is limited to 20 participants who have an interest in leadership roles and community ser-
vice and who reside in the Spencer area. Participants will receive a schedule of classes for the 10 sessions.
Classes are held from 3-5pm. Class members may only have one excused absence to be eligible for graduation.
Outside of scheduled class time, participants will be asked to be involved in a class project.

To Register:

Go online to the Spencer Chamber Web site: www.spenceriowachamber.org

Click on Chamber Events and then Click on Leadership Spencer. A downloadable signup
sheet is available.

Or stop by, email or call the Spencer Chamber of Commerce office at 122 West 5th Street
712-262-5680. spencerchamber@smunet.net

27th Annual Ag Outlook
Tuesday, February 15th

Q-j+‘ w( Clay County Regional Events Center
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Schedule of Activities:

8am Doors and Exhibits Open - Coffee and Donuts
9am Speaker-David Kruse of CommStock Investments
11:30am Lunch Served ($5 per person)
12pm Speaker-Wendy Wintersteen of lowa State Extension
Dean of the College of Agriculture
1pm FFA Chapter Recognition & Sponsor Appreciation
3pm Speaker-Jason R. Henderson, Branch Executive & Vice President

Omaha Branch of the Federal Reserve of Kansas City
4pm Grand Prize Drawing






