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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Invest In Your Spencer Chamber

Why? It's the only organization in town that is totally
dedicated to the betterment of our city, our
businesses, your profession and your community!

The Chamber of Commerce exists today for the same
reason it was founded in the 1900’s. No one man, could
possibly do the job that the Chamber does for business,
industry, and the agricultural sectors of our community!

Why should I be a member of the Chamber of Commerce?

e The Chamber unifies the public spirit of the community and directs it into useful and
constructive channels.

® Business has a stake in the community, which can best be safeguarded by working
with others through the Chamber to protect and advance business.

e Support is “plowed back” to yield benefits in new business, increased payrolls, legis-
lation, business protection, and community advancement.

e The Chamber cannot carry out its broad program of work without business support
and financial investment.

e Active membership in the Chamber carries a sense of accomplishment and inner satis-
faction that you are doing your part to continue business and community growth
along with the encouragement of others to visit, shop & explore what Spencer has to
offer.

e Everyone in the community benefits from the work of the Chamber.

Build your business by building the community. Be an active member of the Spencer
Chamber of Commerce!



Spencer Chamber of Commerce Member Benefits
“Why not see for Yourself”

Increased business
Based on the recruitment and referral efforts of the Chamber.
Informational packets
Provided free of charge to prospective businesses and individuals. Your business
Brochures and flyers are supplied to the public free of charge.
Chamber member mailing label service
Saves you time and you can reach over 600+ members and representatives. $35 fee
Chamber monthly e-mailing service (First four sign-ups “Free”)
Allows your business to send a flyer to all members at no cost.
Chamber $ program
Chamber $ work like a check. You purchase the certificates in any denomination.
Helps keep tax dollars in the Spencer area.
Mass e-mail (Fifth or more sign-ups pay low fee)
E-mail 600+ chamber member representatives in minutes. $35 fee
Crime Alert Program
Reduce business losses with alerts issued directly from the chamber to your desk
Ambassadors
Welcomes new, changed, and expanded businesses to the community.
Business After Hours
Monthly gathering of Chamber members, hosted at a Chamber member business. Designed to build a strong business
network and offer Chamber members the opportunity to meet one another.
Business Card Rack
Placed in the Chamber office.
Business Recognition
Participation in Chamber activities provides your business additional recognition and exposure.
Committee/Board Participation
Opportunities for members to participate first hand in the Chamber on committees and Chamber Board
Economic & Retail Development
The Chamber encourages and assists new businesses to locate in Spencer which means growth and increased traffic.
Golf Tournament, Bowling Fun Day, Business After Hours, and Annual Meeting
Social events offer a fun way to network with other business members
Government Action
Serve as a Spencer business advocate and solution finder for special business/government problems.
Leadership Development
Work together to accept leadership responsibilities and enhance our community.
Legislative Information
Your voice at the local, state, and national levels of government.
Membership Directory
Directory containing an alphabetical and business directory listing of each member, as well as, a complete community
description.
New Resident Welcome Packet
Place coupons, novelties or flyers of your business or organization in packets distributed to new residents to Spencer
Research and Statistics
The Chamber staff maintains statistical community information to aid members in
their business planning.
Special Events
Promote Spencer through participation and sponsoring of special events and activities.
Spencer Information
Chamber member directory, community maps, organization lists, brochures and
other information is supplied to the public along with packets for new residents.
Tax Deductible
Chamber Membership investment is tax deductible as a legitimate business expense.
Tourism and Events Information
Your Chamber is contacted thousands of times a year to provide tourism and community events information. The Clay
County Convention and Visitors Bureau, under the direction of the Spencer Chamber, actively markets our area to
visitors.
Website
As a Chamber member your business website and e-mail will be directly linked. Banner ads on the chamber website
available for a small charge. A FREE Coupon page is also available on the chamber website for those special member
events and offers.

Workshops/Seminars/Annual Events
Reduced fees to member businesses.



Annual Chamber Sponsored Events
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Chamber Bowling Outing - A mid-winter break away from the office along with a great networking op-
portunity. 16 teams of 5 bowlers rolling three games to see who will hold bragging rights for the coming
year. The annual outing is held at Spencer Bowl and Fun at Gateway North in Spencer.

Eggs & Issues - During the lowa Legislative season, the Spencer Chamber hosts four sessions with state
representatives serving our area. This well attended event attracts constituents from around the region with
concerns about legislation before our state leaders. The sessions are normally held in February and March
on a Saturday mornings and is open to the public.

Northwest Iowa Ag Outlook - A day-long seminar and trade show held each February.

Ag Outlook is geared towards farmers and agri-business professionals to give them the knowledge they
need to compete in global agriculture. The trade show features the latest in agriculture products, equipment
and services. This event is free and attracts nearly 2,000 each year.

Clay County Ag Breakfast - The Chamber Ag Committee and its sponsoring organizations and commodity
groups hold a FREE breakfast in March of each year. Made to order omelets are a popular feature of this
event as a way of saying thanks to the community for the support of agriculture in our region.

Leadership Spencer - Each year during spring residents new to the community and those interested in
learning more about the area embark on a 10-week course to give them a better understanding of the work-
ings of the City of Spencer. In addition, members of the class are challenged to a group or individual class
project with a goal of bettering the community.

Take a Break - Again, the Ag Committee of the Spencer Chamber reach out to the agriculture community
during planting time in late April or May and ask farmers to “Take a Break”. Local merchants donate food
and other essential items that are placed in a portable cooler. Ag Committee members then take the coolers
directly to those in the field encouraging them to step out of the tractor and take a few minutes to relax and
stretch.

Flagfest - The brain child of Spencer business people over 25 years ago, Flagfest is a patriotic event cele-
brating our country, our flag and our heritage. The second weekend of June is set aside for fun and family
with food, children’s amusements, street dance, grand cruise, the famous parade and much, much more.
Each year the committee strives to keep the weekend a fun and FREE event for the entire family.

Chamber Golf Outing - What could be better on a summer afternoon than a round of golf with fellow
chamber members. Each August the Chamber Golf Outing begins with lunch followed by 18 holes of Best
Ball alternating between the Spencer Golf and Country Club and the Spencer Municipal Golf. Trophies and
raffle prizes add to the fun of the day.

Home & Holiday Show - A relatively new event for the Chamber is this trade show held the second week-
end in November at Southpark Mall in Spencer. This three day event is open to both chamber members and
non-members to display their wares whether it be home related or connected to the Holiday season.
Chamber members get a greatly reduced rate to exhibit at the annual show.



Spencer Chamber Committees

Agriculture

To promote the agricultural Industry in Spencer and Clay County. This group annually
plans and promotes the popular “Ag Outlook” each February. The Chamber Ag Committee
also hosts a Clay County Ag Breakfast each March as a way of saying thanks to the busi-
nesses and individuals that support them.

Ambassadors

A group of 32 Spencer business and industry leaders proudly wearing their red plaid
jackets with a responsibility of welcoming new business, recognizing existing businesses with
new personnel and celebrate significant accomplishments.

Community Development

This committee and several sub committees plan and carry out the many community
events in Spencer. The largest is the annual Flagfest Celebration now in its 27th year. The
group is also responsible for staffing the Chamber fair booth at the Clay County Fair, plan the
Chamber Annual Meeting and develop other possible community events and activities.

Membership

The membership of the Spencer Chamber of Commerce is the key to its existence in so
many ways. Members play a key role in developing new ideas to enhance the Spencer brand
and to help its designation as “Success City USA. This committee made up of our member-
ship as well as members of the Chamber board continuously discuss new ways to benefit the
membership and help them promote their business.

Tourism

Promoting ones community outside of its city boundary is crucial to its business climate.
In 2011, with financial assistance from Clay County and the City of Spencer, The Clay County
Convention and Visitors Bureau was developed as the tourism arm of the Spencer Chamber
to enforce the assets of our area to its visitors and encourage them to consider Spencer for
their next convention or meeting destination as well as exploring the many attractions and cul-
tural activities of Spencer and Clay County.

The Spencer Chamber also uses the resources of several smaller committees that assist with
the planning of the events such as Flagfest, Bowling and Golf Outing, Leadership Spencer,
Home and Holiday Show and the Annual Chamber Banquet.
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Business (Retail & Other)
Base rate with an addition fee for each employee after the first five.
Additional locations included at 1/2 the main location rate.

Industrial Manufacturing
Base rate with an additional fee per employee.

Licensed Professional

Base rate covering the location of the business. In addition, a fee for each

licensed professional at that business.

This category would include: Doctors, Lawyers and any others that must be licensed to
serve in a capacity that is not included in other chamber

categories.

Financial Institutions
An amount based on per million of deposits. Additional small fee for
locations other than the main branch.

Real Estate / Insurance
Base rate covering the location of the business. In addition, a flat fee per agent in that
location.

New Car Dealers
Flat Base rate

Hospital / Care Facilities
Base rate along with a fee for each employee at the facility

Utilities (Gas-Electric)
Flat base rate for in town companies with a reduced rate for those based out of town but
still serving Spencer.

Government Agencies
Flat base rate of $170

Non Profit (Churches, 501-C3 & 501-C6)
Flat rate of $100

Home Based Business
Flat rate of $105

Individual Supporters (no business association)
Flat rate of $100



Spencer Chamber of Commerce Membership Application

Business Name

Business Contact Title

Business Category

Mailing Address

Physical Address

City State Zip

Phone Cell Phone Fax

Email Address

Business Website

Employee Numbers - Full Time Part time

Base Rate $ (to be confirmed by Chamber Membership Director)
Processing $20 (one time fee)

Prorated Total $ (if applicable)

Total Investment $

Signature of Person Authorizing Membership

Date

The Chamber Membership year runs from October 1 - September 30.

Membership Investment will automatically renew each year beginning October 1, unless written cancellation is
received.

Please return the Membership Information form included in this packet with your membership investment form.
This information is used for the online membership directory.
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Membership Information Form
Please complete the form below! This information will be used in Chamber Publications
such as our website, membership directory and newsletter as a way to promote your
business and its services.
Return, as soon as possible, with your membership investment!!
Date Business Established: / /

Company (Business) Name:

Owner: Manager:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone: (__) Fax:(__ )
E-mail: Web Address:
# of Employees: Full-time Part-time

Please list all sections your business would be listed under if listed in the Yellow Pages?

Complete description of your business (this is the information we will use to promote your business on our website
and membership directory). Please include your days/hours, type of products/service provided, etc. If needed, attach an
additional page, or include brochures and articles about your business.

Please include additional email addresses of those wishing to receive Chamber Updates and Communication

Name

Name

Name







